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UGC approves draft
norms for short-term
skill courses in HEIs

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The University
Grants Commission appro-
ved the ‘Guidelines for the
Introduction of Short-Term
Skill Development Courses
in Higher Educational Insti-
tutes (HEIs),” on Thursday.
The draft will be made pub-
lic for feedback soon.

The salient features of
the guidelines include anyo-
ne who has passed the senior
secondary examination or
its equivalent and is eligible
for admission to any under-
graduate programme, can
pursue credit-linked short-
term skill development cer-
tificate courses of three-six
monthsinthe Higher Educa-
tion Institution (HEI).

“The HEI shall use a cre-
dit mechanism to design the
course structure. A short-
term skill development co-
urseinany streamshall beat
least 12 credits and a maxi-
mum of 30 credits. The
short-term skill develop-
ment course must haveagre-
ater focus on practical lear-

ning,” said M Jagadesh Ku-
mar, chairperson, UGC.

As per the draft guideli-
nes, the objective is “To for-
mulate the premise for integ-
rating skilling into higher
education at all levels and for
introducing short-term in-
dustry-relevant courses (Cer-
tificate courses) in the HEIs
to bridge the skill gap.”

The draft mentions 27 fo-
cus areas for the credit-lin-
ked short-term skill deve-
lopment courses, which in-
clude Al, robotics, Internet
of Things, data science and
analytics, electronic system
designs, digital marketing,
Yogic Sciences, and soft
skills and courses in effecti-
ve communication, critical
thinking and problem-sol-
ving, amongothers.

All HEIs under the UGC
Act, 1956, are eligible to offer
short-term skill development
courses,; the courses will be
run with due approval of the-
ir governing bodies/ statuto-
ry councils/ board of mana-
gement or any other equiva-
lent academic bodies.




UGC nod soon for short-term courses

R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

Higher education institu-
tions (HEIs) will soon have
the freedom to introduce
short-term, credit-linked
skill development certifi-
cate courses of three to six
months.

The self-financing
courses may be offered to
those who have qualified
in the senior secondary ex-
am (10+2) and are eligible
for admission to any UG
programme of the institu-

1

tion. The University Grants
Commission (UGC), at its
meeting on Thursday, ap-
proved the guidelines for
the HEIs to start such
courses. The draft will be
published on its website
for public comments.

As many as 29 courses
have been included. The
HEIs could offer courses,
provided they have the in-
frastructure and training
capacity. A short-term
course in any stream shall
be of at least 12 eredits and
a maximum of 30 credits,

~with greater focus on prac-

tical learning. The curricu-
lum may be developed in
consultation with the rele-
vant sector skill councils or
existing accredited bodies
or institutions and indus-
try partners. Candidates
may take a maximum of
two courses during their
degree/diploma pro-
grammes. Institutions mav
have a say in how they con-
duct the theory classes,
but the hands-on training
must happen in an indus-
try setting or workshop.



LS B

v b »

THE HINDU

Bengaluru

[1Sc. researcher comes up with water

Friday, December 8, 2023
BENGALURU

pumping system that requires zero electricity

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The efforts of a researcher
at the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc.) have result-
ed in villages in Chhattis-
garh being equipped with a
sustainable water pumping
system that requires zero
electricity.

Punit Singh, associate
professor at the Centre for
Sustainable Technologies
(CST), has been working
on a solution to address
the irrigation scarcity in
Chhattisgarh for the past
10 years. His efforts started
with a field survey to un-
derstand the soil and ter-
rain of Taipadar village in
Bastar district.

According to IISc., ow-
ing to Mr. Singh’s efforts,

Taipadar is now equipped |

with a sustainable water
pumping system that re-
quires zero electricity. His
project uses

of such dams along rivers,
with turbine pumps in-
stalled to pump water
without any electricity.
The turbine uses about

b

The turbine uses about 90% of the river water flow at low head,
which is then recycled back to the river, to generate power.

90% of the river water flow
at low head (which is then
recycled back to the river)
to generate power, specifi-
cally torque and speed,
which is then used to drive
standard submersible mul-
ti-stage pumps. The novel-

ty lies in the precise design
of the system.

Depending on specific
site conditions, where the
water head ranges from 2
to 4 metres, the objective is
to lift and transport water
to different elevations,

usually between 15 and 25
metres, or even up to 30
metres, if required.

Mr. Singh started work-
ing on developing turbine
pumps for electricity gen-
eration during his PhD at
the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology in Germany.
When he returned to India
in 20009, he started explor-
ing the deployment of ram
pumps in Chhattisgarh,
starting with Taipadar.

“Two turbine pumps
with power generation
capabilities were generous-
ly sponsored by the KSB

" Pumps Trust in Germany. [

invested about ¥50 lakh in
a ram pump sourced from
Rife, USA, and in the con-
struction work, which

spanned three years,” Mr.
Singh said.

Apart from Taipadar, si-
milar systems were set up
in Girdalpara in Sukma dis-
trict and Karhani in Gou-
rella-Pendra-Marwahi
(GPM) district.

In December 2022, the
Foundation for Science In-
novation and Develop-
ment at IISc. joined hands
with the Chhattisgarh Wa-
ter Resources Department
to scale up the water re-
source management and
irrigation infrastructure in
the State. The areas co-
vered under this collabora-
tion include Karhani, Nee-
lawaram (Sukma district),
and Pongro (Jashpur
district).

low-head
check dams and cascades |

Govt.of Karnataka
Office of the Executive Engineer
Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation, Division Chikodi
Tel. No.: 08338-275101 E-Mail: ee.rdws.ckd@gmail.com
NO:EE/RDW&S/DN-CKD/PB/KW3&4/TENDER/2023-
24/15/1902 Date:04/12/2023
TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through E-procurement Portal only)

Tenders are invited on behalf of the governor of
govt of Karnataka according to KTTP act 2000 through e-
procurement Portal for the below mentioned works.

Work Indent No:5277, 5864, 5862

KARNATA EST DEPARTME
OFFCEOFTHECOMSERVATOR OF FORESTS & FELD DIECTR

Bandipur Tiger Reserve, Gundlupet Taluk
Chamarajanagar - 571126

Ph.: 08229-236043, Fax : 0822-236060, Mob : +91 9480807733, +91 8762810602
Email ; directorbtrtr@gmail.com  Web : www.bandipurtigerreserve.in

No : A4/BUD/TENDER/RAILWAY BARRICADE/NUGU/CR-53/2023-24
Date : 27-11-2023

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

It is hereby informed to the General Public that,
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Exemptions provided
for difterently-abled
students of classes

| to IX In exams

the help of scribes.

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
decided to provide certain
exemptions in exams for
differently abled students
from classes I to IX, includ-
ing compensatory time for
the scribe to read the ques-
tion paper.

However, such students
should furnish a medical
certificate from the govern-
ment agency concerned to
avail of the concessions.
These exemptions aim to
create a barrier-free envi-
ronment for students with
disabilities, the govern-
ment said.

In 2018, the State go-
vernment provided some
exemptions in the board
exams for class X and I PU
students. The Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) also provided
this facility for class X and
class XII specially-abled
students.

In continuation of these
reforms, these exemptions
will be provided for other
students as well. As per the
order issued by the Depart-
ment of School Education
and Literacy, it will provide
the facilities of a scribe or a
reader and compensatory
time.

Spastic, visually chal-
lenged, physically chal-
lenged, dyslexic, autistic,
and candidates with dis-
abilities are permitted to
use a scribe. These stu-
dents will be given com-

- A

A file photo of visually challenged students writing || PU exam with

Such students can
avail themselves of
the facilities of a
scribe or a reader
and compensatory
time, as per an order
issued by the dept.

pensatory time: an addi-
tional 60 minutes for a
three-hour paper, 50 mi-
nutes for a two-and-a-half
hour paper, 40 minutes for
a two-hour paper, and 30
more minutes for a one-
and-a-half hour paper.

Options
Students with hearing dis-
abilities, muscular dystro-
phy, learning disability,
and those who are visually
challenged can study only
one language, instead of
three. They can also
choose two  subjects
among Social Science, Pol-
itical Science, Economics,
Carnatic or Hindustani
music, instead of Mathe-
matics and Science. These
students will also have fa-
cilities such as alternative
Or separate questions in
the exam. Students who
are dyslexic will be allowed
to use a simple calculator.
“The government has al-
ready provided this facility
for specially-abled stu-
dents of class X and II PU.
Therefore, even students
of lower classes should also
get it,” B.B. Cauvery, Com-
missioner for School Edu-
cation, said.
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AICTE removes intake

cap for top colleges,
ruffles many feathers

SruthySusan.Ullas

gitimesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The recent re-
forms announced by All In-
dia Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) for engi-
neering colleges have crea-
ted a stir among the city's
educational institutions.
Educationists feel the re-
forms will affect tier-2 and 3
colleges as well as conventio-
naldegree colleges.

AICTE, in its approval
process handbook for acade-
mic vears 2024-27 released
Wednesday, relaxed the upper
limit for intake in courses of-
fered by well-performing ex-
isting institutions. The insti-
tutions need toshowcase qua-
lity infrastructure and quali-
fied faculty before seeking an
increase in intake.

The AICTE move, experts
say, is to counter private uni-
versities whichcurrently ha-
ve no cap on intake for their
courses, “The council wan-
ted tocreatea level playingfi-
eld for its affiliate-colleges
too. Currently, private uni-
versities increase intake as
per demand as it's an inter-
nal body that approves it.
The council’s contention:
Why should a top playing af-
filiate-college lose out to the-
se private universities be-
cause of these restrictions?”
said an educationist.

The move, however, will al-
fect tier 2 and 3 colleges as stu-
dents will continue to flock on-
lvtothe top-rung ones. “It's not
easy for colleges in tier-2 and 3
cities to find good staff. They
are already struggling for stu-
dents. Imagine their plight
when tier-l colleges increase
intake,” he said.

“However, the state go-

AICTE has relaxed the
upper limit for intake

in courses offered by
well-performing existing
institutions. The colleges
need to showcase quality
infrastructure and quali-
fied faculty before see-
king increase in intake

vernment has the power tonot
issue NOCs to these tier-1 col-
leges, if it wants to cap an ab-
normal increase. [t can exerci-
se this option to save tier Zand
Jcolleges,” he added.

It may be recalled that the
state government had written
to AICTE tocontrol the abnor-
mal increase in intake for cer-
tain streams in colleges run-
ningoutof tier1cities, butthe
latter had disagreed.

“It's a welcome move for
top colleges. With foreign uni-
versities also entering the
space, they can remain com-
petitive. It will also ensurequ-
ality engineers are produced
from state-of-the-art colleges.
However, it may affect the
other non-performing colle-
ges,” said a college principal.

In vet another change,
undergraduate courses in
management and computer
applications — BBA and
BCA have been brought

under the umbrella of AIC-
TE. “When engineering col-
leges are offering MBA and
MCA, why shouldn’t they of-
fer BBA and BCA, too? We
areexpectingmany enginee-
ring colleges to emrace this
change as MBA and MCA in
VTU’s affiliate-colleges are
very popular Students
might also feel that infrast-
ructure and placements in
anengineeringcollegecould
be better,” said an enginee-
ring college principal.

“The new approval pro-
cess will definitely help top
engineering colleges and
equally promote other colle-
ges toimproveautomatically
tograbthisopportunity It'sa
good move to bring BBA
BCA under AICTE since
MBA/MCA are already un-
der it. Because of better faci-
lities, students will definite-
ly prefer these courses under
engineering stream, rather
than opting for conventional
degree colleges. This move
hastobetaken inacompetiti-
ve spirit....,” said Ravishan-
kKar BV, principal, Nagarjuna
College of Engineering and
Technology.

However, BG Satyaprasad,
president, Bangalore Univer-
sity Directors and Principals
of B-Schools Association,
chose to differ: “It will dama-
ge traditional colleges and se-
verely hit admissions. AICTE
shouldn’t have entered this
space and should have gover-
ned only professional cour-
ses. There are thousands of
colleges offering BCA and
BBM. How will AICTE moni-
torthem? Also, the removal of
the intake cap in top colleges
will lead toa capitalist society,
where the big fish will eat the
small fish,"” hesaid.
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Gen-Al start-up Sarvam
raises $41 mn in Series A

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Chennai

FIVE-month-old generative ar-
- tificial intelligence startup Sar-
vam Al announced it has raised
$41 million (¥341.76 crore) in
Series-A round led by Light-
speed and supported by Peak
XV Partners and Khosla
Ventures. |

Bengaluru-based Sarvam Al
said it has plans to develop a
full-stack for Generative Al
ranging from research in train-
ing custom Al models to build-
ing enterprise-grade platforms.
The company believes this ap-
proach will accelerate adoption
of Gen Al in India.

Sarvam Al will focus on
training Al models to support
diverse Indian languages and
voice-first interfaces, the start-
up said in a release. The com-
pany will also work with Indian
enterprises to co-build domain-
specific models on their data.

The startup is founded by the
duo Pratyush Kumar and Vivek
Raghavan. Pratyush with edu-
cational background from IIT

Bombay and ETH Zurich has
experience working in IBM,
Microsoft and works as part-
time faculty in IIT Madras. He
co-founded AI4Bharat, an ini-
tiative of IIT Madras for build-
ing open-source language Al
for Indian languages, including
datasets, models, and
applications. |

Vivek Raghavan, an IIT Delhi
alumni, has experience in
building digital public infra-
structure, which includes serv-
ing as technology advisor to
Unique Identification Authori-
ty of India (UIDAI) and EkStep

Foundation.



OASIS | RAJYOGIBRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ

Understanding science of conscious

he world is divided into two ma-
jor groups as far as the existence

of soul is concerned: people who
believe in the existence of the soul
and are called religious people and
people who do not believe in the ex-
istence of soul and are called non-reli-
gious people.

True knowledge of the soul,
however, is not a matter of superficial
importance norisitto belefttosome
philosophers or scholars to discuss.
However, it would be incomplete if we
do not touch upon the views of a well
known psychologist, Sigmund Freud,
on soul or consciousness. He did not
believe in the existence of the soul as

ﬁx
iy ) -y

an entity, different from the body and
the brain. He considered ‘The Uncon-
scious’ as comprising mainly of the
repressed desires which manifest
themselvesin dreams and
find expressionin the form

religious people of India have, since
ancient times, have believed in the
importance of sanskaras, which are

__ somewhat akin tothe unconscious
o . of Freud’s Theory. These do

 » not form the content of the
of neurotic habits and ~« )\ conscious because man is
phobias. He called this as - | normally not aware of them
Id (or instincts and drive) ' even though his personal-
and said that man’s desires v ity and his behaviour, at all
were so censored by his

times, is influenced by the
sanskaras that he possesses. His
sanskaras do not leave him even in
his dreams or his spiritual efforts. In
fact, these are so intimately related
with man’s peace and war or good
and bad personalities that it would be

Super-ego and those desires
which were considered as not
conforming to social norms
or toaccepted ethical standards
were repressed.

On the other hand, in the East,

--::.:». ‘.‘ ‘

meaningless to talk of world je» eor
a social, political or cultural « “arge
without talking of and planning and
working for a change inthe m n’s
sanskaras.

Remember! without the knowledge
of “The Unconscious’, all the inven-
tions of science and technology will
not make the world peaceful even
though they may make it comfortable.
All the religious rituals and mantras
will also not help man attain peace
unless and until there is a change for
the better in man’s sanskaras. And that
is why we must strongly work towards

changing our sanskar if we want to
have a better sansaar.

(T N e api ]



Isro to enhance
collaborations
with CFTRI,
DI'RL: Somanath

MYSURU, DHNS

SRO (Indian Space Re-
Isearch Organisation)

Chairperson S Somanath
said that they have bigger
plans to enhance collabora-
tions with institutions like the
Central Food Technological
Research Institute (CFTRI);
and Defence Food Research
Laboratory (DFRL), in the
food sector, towards technical
and technological interven-
tion and to meet the challenge
of sustaining the availability of
food in the country.

Hewasspeakingattheinau-
gural event of Sth Internation-
al Food Convention (IFCoN),
hosted by Association of Food
Scientists and Technologists
(India) in association with
CSIR-CFTRI, in the city on
Thursday.

Somanath explained the
role of Isro in developing sev-
eral satellitesand remote sens-
ing sensors to help agriculture
sector for precision agricul-
ture, right from detecting the
health and nutrition of the soll,
to detection of the disease of
crops, and providing weather
forecast to plan farming.

He said that their sensors
are also detecting the avail-
ability of groundwater and
even the availability of fishes
in the sea by sensing the tem-
perature and colour ofthe sea.
Their sensorsare evenhelping
banks in giving farm loans, to
assess various factors mn half
an hour, including the details
of land records, predict if the
farmers would get good yield
and if they can repay loans, he
said.

Somanath said when the
population of the country
was just 35 crore in pre-in-
dependence period, though
adequate food was available,
due to issues in delivery and

others, there was a situation of
famine. Now, due to advance
ment in research and devel
opment, we have adequat€
food and food security for 140
crore population. This nee
to be sustained, so they would
enhance collaborations with
institutions like CFTRI.

There should be more
cottage industries for food
storage, processing, and
coming up with value-added
products, so that their income
is enhanced. The food scien-
tists must help people to get
accurate information on how
to carefully choose the right
healthyfoodtoaddresslifestyle
issues, he said.

Somnath also said that he
visited the CFTRI and the
DFRL in the city on Thursday,
and thanked those scientists
for providing food for scientists
of ISRO who take up space ex-
peditions.

Secretary of Department of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search and DG CSIR N Kalai
Selvi said, “Lifestyle begins
with food and choosing safe
and secure food is a challenge.
Food is the only way to satisfy
humans. Farmers believe in
scienceandsatellite reports for
cultivation immensely these
days. CFTRI is transforming,
transferring science and tech-
nology from labs to farmersby
going to their farmland, to get
food grains and millets. They
are also sharing knowledge
with farmers on how to store
food for long,” she said.

She lauded philanthropy
of erstwhile royal family for
donating Palace and land to
house CFTRIin Mysuru.

Member of erstwhile royal
family of Mysuru Pramoda
Devi Wadiyar, CFTRI Director
Sridevi Annapurna, President
of AFSTI and Dr N Bhaskar
were present.



Talks in progress with 6 countries
“to export LCA Tejas, says HAL

BATARE JINCH @ NewDeli

PUBLIC sector Hindustan Aer-
onautics Limited (HAL) is in
talks with six buyer countries
to export India’s indigenous
light combat aircraft Tejas.
“Talks have picked up pace
with Argentina, the Philip-
pines and Nigeria,” HAL chief
managing director CB Anan-
thakrishna said on Thursday.
He was talking to the media on
the sidelines of the 2-day Avi-
onics Expo 2023 in Delhi.
Besides, countries like Bot-
swana and Egypt have already

evinced interest in India’s .

home-grown fighter aircraft
project. The HAL recently re-
ceived a setback after the Ma-
laysian Royal Air Force opted
for Korea’s F-50 Golden Eagle
fighter over LCA Tejas.

On being asked about Argen-
tina’s concern over the UK-ori-
gin parts being used in the air-
craft, the HAL CMD said that
“that part will be taken care
of.” The LCA Tejas has over 15
British components, including

Martin Baker ejection seat,
about which the Argentinians
have flagged their concern.

In line with India’s initia-
tives to increase defence-relat-
ed exports, the HAL is target-
ing export sales of ¥25 billion
over the next few years. India
has been so far one of the big-
gest importers of defence
equipment.

The LLCA is a single-engine
multi-role fighter aircraft that
the Indian Air Force is current-
ly operating in two squadrons.
An order worth 36,468 crore
for the procurement of 83 LCA
MKk 1A aircraft was placed in
2021 and the delivery is set to

begin by February 2024.

A week back Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh-headed De-
fence Acquisition Council ap-
proved a proposal to acquire
additional 97 LCA MKk1A fight-
er aircraft for the IAF.

The HAL is conducting a two-
day ‘HAL Avionics Expo-2023’

“in Delhi from Thursday. “It will

serve as a hub for profession-
als, industry leaders and stake-
holders from the aviation sec-
tor and they will have
networking opportunities to es-
tablish meaningful connec-
tions, foster collaborations and
explore potential business part-
nerships,” HAL director (Engi-
neering and R&D) DK Sunil
said on Tuesday.

The expo has arranged ¢. dis-
play of a comprehensive range
of avionics products designed*
and developed by HAL.

India’s defence exports have
reached an all-time high of
215,920 crore in FY2023. India
today exports major platforms
like Dornier-228 and 155 mm ad-
vanced towed artillery guns.




Isro plans 16
major space
MISSions

in 2024

Crucial year for human space
flight programme, too

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Indian Space Re-
Tsearch Organisation

(Isro) plans to under-
take 16 major space missions
in 2024 including 13 launches
with indigenous rockets fol-
lowing the successes of Chan-
drayaan-3 and Aditya-L1l
missions, Union Science &
Technology Minister Jitendra
- Singh informed Parliament
on Thursday.

These include half-a-doz-
en PSLV missions and three
GSLYV flights besides a com-
mercial launchof.VM3anda
developmental flight of SSLV,
which will ultimately be hand-
ed over to the private sector
for low-earth orbit satellite
launches.

The next year will also be

crucial for India’s manned
space flight programme as
~ two unmanned missions un-
der the Gaganyaan project
- willbe undertaken to validate
the human-rated launch vehi-
cle and the orbital module in
~ actual flight.
In addition, multiple
- sub-orbital missions using a
Test Vehicle are planned to
validate the Gaganyaan Crew
Escape System under various
abort conditions, as the space
agency eyes for a 2025 time
slottosendan Indianto space
inan Indian capsule,

The three GSLV missions

v

will be to launch a meteorol-
ogy satellite, a navigation sat-
ellite and the joint Nasa-Isro
Synthetic Aperture Radar
satellite.

There will also be an
LVM3 commercial mission
by NewSpace India Limited.

The six PSLV missions in-
clude two missions to launch
a space science satellite and
an Earthobservationsatellite,
two technology demonstra-

tion flights and two commer-
cial missions.

In addition, there will be
one mission of SSLV, which is
the third developmental flight
and will launch a technology
demonstration satellite.
GSAT-20, a communication
satellite will also be launched
using a foreign rocket.

The next year would also
witness Isro carrying out two
autonomous runway landing
experiments of winged body
Reusable Launch Vehicles,
Singh said.

The minister informed the
Rajya Sabha that the number
of start-upsinthespacesector
crossed the 500 mark,

Ason November 2023, the
total number of startups and
companies who have shared
their capabilities in the space
sector1s 523, out of which 297
have submitted applications
to Indian National Space Pro-
motion and Authorisation
Centre seeking support from
Isro for R&D and testing.




Regulating deepfakes and Al in India

Why are deeplakes dangerous? How are deeplakes being used o spread misinformation in political campaigrns? What are the international best practices? What should be

EXPLAINER

Anarairika Bhaumik

The story so far:
ast month a video featuring
actor Rashmika Mandanna went
viral om social media, sparking a
combination of shock and
harror among netizens. The seconds-long
dip, which featured Mandanna’s likeness,
was manipulated using deepfale
technology. Deeplakes are digital media,
video, audio, and images, edited and
manipulated using Artificial Intellizence
{Al). Since they incorporate
hyper-realistic digital falsihcation, they
can potentially be used to damage
reputations and undermine trust in
democratic institutions, This
phenomenon has forayed into paolitical
messaging as well, a concern in the
run-up to the general elections next year.

Have deepfakes been used in politics?
Back im 2020, in the first-ever use of
Al-penerated deepfakes in political
campaigns, a serwes of videos of Bharativa
Jamata Party (BJF) leader Manoj Tiwari
were circulated on multiple WhatsApp
groups. The videos showed Mr. Tiwari
hurling alfepations against his political
opponent Arvind Kejrival in English and
Haryanvi, before Delhi elections. In a
similar incident, a doctored video of
Madhya Pradesh Congress chief Kamal
Nath recently went viral, creating
confusion over the future of the State
povernment's Laadli Behna Scheme.

Other countries are also grappling with
the dangeTous conseguences of rapidly
evolving Al technology. In May last year, a
deeplake of Ukrainian Presidemnt
Volodymyr Zelenskyy asking his
coumtrymen to lay down their weapons
went viral after cybercriminals hacked
into a Ukrainian television chamnel.

How did deepfake tech emerge?
Deepfakes are made using technologies
such as Al and machine learning, blurring
the lines between fiction and reality.
Although they have benefits in education,
film production, criminal forensics, and
artistic expression, they can also be used
to explodt people, sabotage elections and
spread larpe-scale misinformation. While
editing tools, like Photoshop, have been
in use for decades, the first-ever use of
deeptake technology can reportedly be
traced back to a Reddit user who in 2017
had used a publicly available Al-driven
software to create pornographic content
b imposing the faces of celebrities on to
the bodies of ordinary people.

Now, deeplakes can easily be generated
by semi-skilled and unskilled individuals
by morphing audio-visual clips and
images. As such technology becomes
harder to detect, more resoURCES are NOW
acoessible to equip individuals against
their misuse. For instance, the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) created a Detect Fakes website to
help people identify deepfakes by
focusing on small intricate details. The
us=e of deeplakes to perpetrate online
pendered viokence has also been a rising
concerm, A 2009 study conducted by Al
firm Deeprrace found that a staggering
96% of deepfakes were pornographic,
and 99% of them invohed women.
Highlighting how deepfakes are being
weaponised against women, Apar Gupta,
founding director of Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF) says, “Romantic
pariners utilise deepfake technology 1o
shame women whi have spumed their
advances causing them psychological
trauma in addition to the social sanction
that they are bound to suffer.”
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the regulatory response according o experis?

What are the laws against the misuse
of deepfakes?

India lacks specific laws to address
deeplakes and Al-related crimes, bast
provisions under a plethora of legislations
could offer both civil and eriminal relief.
For instance, Section 66E of the
Information Technology Act, 2000 (T
Act) is applicable in cases of deepiake
crimes that involve the capiure,
publication, or transmission of a person's
images in mass media thereby violating
their privacy. Such an offence is
punishable with op to three years of
imprisonment or a fine of two lakh.
Further, Sections 67, 674, and 676 of the
IT Act can be used to prosecute
individuals for publishing or transmitting
deeplakes that are obscene or contain
sexually explicit acts. The IT Rules, also
prohibit hosting ‘any content that
impersonates another person’ and
require social media platforms to quickly
take down “artificially morphed imapges” of
individuals when alerted. In case they fail
to take down such comtent, they risk
losing the “safe harbour’ protection - a
provision that protects social media
compamnies from regulatory Bability for
third-party content shared by users on
their platforms.

Provisions of the Indian Penal Code
(IFC) can also be resorted for cybercrimes
associated with deepfakes — Sections 509
(words, gestures, or acts intended to
insult the modesty of a woman), 499
(criminal defamation), and 153 {a) and (b)
(spreading hate on communal lines)
among others. The Delhi Police Special
Cell has reportedly registered an FIR
against unknown persons by invoking
Sections 465 (forgery] and 469 (forgery to
harm the reputation of a party) in the
Mandanna case.

Is there a legal vacuum?

“The existing laws are not really adequate
given the fact that they were never sort of
designed keeping in mind these emerging
technologies,” says Shehnaz Ahmed,
bmtech lead at the Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy in Delhi. She, however, cautions
that bringing about piecemeal legislative
amendments is not the sofution. “There is
sart of a moral panic today which has

emanated from these recent high profile
cases, but we seem to be losing focus
from the bigger question - what should
be India’s regulatory approach on
emerging technologies ke A", she says.
She highlights that such a regulatory
framework must be based on a market
study that assesses the different kinds of
harm perpetrated by Al technology.

Pointing out a lacuna in the 1T Rules,
she says that it only addresses instances
wherein the illegal content has already
been uploaded and the resultant harm
has been suffered; instead, there has to be
more focus on preventive measures, for
instance, making users aware that they
are looking at @ morphed image.

Agreeing that there is a need to revamp
the existing laws, Mr. Gupta points out
that the current regulations only focus on
either online takbedowns or criminal
prosecution but lack a deeper
understanding of how generative Al
technology works and the wide range of
harm that it can cause. “The laws place
the entire burden on the victim to file a
complaint. For many, the experience that
they have with the local police stations is
less than satisfactory in terms of their
imestigation, or the perpetrator facing
any kind of penalty,” he asserts.

What has been the Centre's response?
The Union Minister of Electronics and
Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Novemnber 23 chaired a
meeting with social media platforms, Al
compenies. and industry bodies where he
acknowledged that “a new crisis &
emerging due to deepfakes" and that
“there is a very big section of society
which does not have a parallel verification
system”™ to tackle this issue. He also
announced that the government will
introduce draft regulations, which will be
open to public consultation, within the
nixt 10 days to address the issue.
However, the Minister of State for
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) Rajeev Chandmsekhar has
mizintained that the existing laws are
adequate to deal with deepfakes if
enforced strictly. He said that a special
afficer will be appointed to closely
monitor any violations and that an online
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platform will also be set up to assist
aggrieved users and citizens in filing FIk=s
ftor deeplake crimes. Mr. Gupta points
out, “The advisory issued by the MeitY
does not mean anything, it does not have
the force of law, It is essentally to show
some degree of responsiveness, given that
there is a moral panic around genertive
Al sparked by the Rashmika Mandanna
viral clip. It does not account for the fact
that deepfakes may not be distributed
wonly on social media platforms "

Hiow have other countries fared?

In Oictober 2023, 1.5, President Joe Eiden
signed a Bar-reaching executive order on
Al to manage its risks, ranging from
national security to privacy. Additionally,
the DEEP FAKES Accountability Bill,
2023, recently introduced in Congress
requires creators to label deepifakes on
online platforms and to provide
notifications of alterations to a video or
other content. Failing to label such
‘malicions deepfakes” would invite
criminal sanction. The European Union
{EU} has strengthened its Code of Practice
on Disinformation to ensure that social
media giants like Google, Meta, and
Twitter start flageing deepfake content or
potentially face fimes. Further, under the
proposed EU AL Act, deeplake prvaders
would be subject to transparency and
dischasure requirements.

What next?

According to Mr. Gupta, Al povernance in
India cannot be restricted to just a law
and reforms have to be centred around
establishing standards of safety,
increasing awareness, and institution
building. “Al also provides benefits so you
have to assimilate it in a way that
improves human welfare on every metric
while limiting the challenges it imposes,”
he says. Ms. Ahmed points out that India's
regulatory response canmot be a replica of
laws in other jurisdictions such as China,
the US, or the ELL “We also have to keep
in mind the Indian context which is that
our economy is still sort of developing.
‘We have a young and thriving startup
eco-system and therefore any sort of
legislative response cannot be so stringent
that it impedes innovation” she says.
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What Google’s New Al Model
‘Gemini’ Brings to the Table

Co's most flexible large language model capable of running on everything

{£1° EXPLAINER

AnnapurnaRoy

New Delhi: Search major Google on
Wednesday launched Gemini, said to
be its ‘largest and most capable Al mo-
del’ vet. The model can even tell apart
a real-life blue rubber duck from a
drawing of a duck, Google demonst-
rated in a video. As the global Al race
heats up, here’s all vou need to know
about Gemini and what it means,

What will Gemini bring?

Gemini is said to be Google's most
flexible large language model (LLM)
yet, capable of runningoneverything
from data centres to mobile devices.
“Its state-of-the-art capabilities will
significantly enhance the way deve-
lopers and enterprise customers bu-
ild and scale with AL" Demis Hassa-
bis, CEO and cofounder of Google
DeepMind. said in a blog post, wri-
ting on behalf of the Gemini te-
am. Gemini has been optimised
for three versions. Gemini Nano, opti-
mal for mobile devices; Gemini Pro.,

which is built for scaling across a wi-
de range of tasks; and Gemini Ultra,
the largest model capable of underta-
King highly complex tasks.

Whereis it being rolled out?
Gemini is being rolled out through
Google products. Google’s generative
Al chatbot Bard is getting its “biggest
upgrade yet’ through integration
with a fine-tuned version of Gemini

All Three Versions

o [TNNILENGE Optimal
for mobile devices

o [T 0= Built to scale
across a wide range of tasks

« [TIYEER Capable of
undertaking highly

complex tasks
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Pro, to be available in English in more
than 170 countries. Bard will be upgra-
ded further with Gemini Ultra early
next year. Google smartphone Pixel 8
Pro will be able to run Gemini Nano,
which will power new features such
as ‘Summarise’ in the Recorder app.
Gemini will be integrated with Goog-
le Search, Ads, Chromeand Duet Alin
the coming months.

How's itdifferent from other models?

Gemini is built to be natively multi-
modal, pre-trained from the start on
different modalities, Google said.
This means it can comprehend text,
audio, image, video, and computer co-
de simultaneously. On the other hand,
competitors including rival OpenAl's
ChatGPT are largely text-based and
rely on plug-ins for image analysis
and accessing the web.

Is Google ahead in gen-Al space?
According to Google, Gemini surpas-
ses ‘state-of-the-art’ Al models on a
range of benchmarks, including text
and coding. It is said to outperform
GPT4 on 30out of 32 benchmark tests,
including in reasoning and image un-
derstanding, while Gemini Prooutper-
forms GPT-3.5, in six out of eight tests.




Isro plans 16
major space
missions
in 2024

Crucial year for human space

flight programme, too

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Indian Space Re-
Tsearch Organisation

(Isro) plans to under-
take 16 major space missions
in 2024 including 13 launches
with indigenous rockets fol-
lowing the successes of Chan-
drayaan-3 and Aditya-L1
missions, Union Science &
Technology Minister Jitendra
Singh informed Parliament
on Thursday.

These inciude half-a-doz-
en PSLV missions and three
GSLV flights besides a com-
merciallaunchof LVM3anda
developmental flight of SSLV,
whichwillultimately be hand-
ed over to the private sector
for low-earth orbit satellite
launches.

The next year will also be
crucial for India’s manned
space flight programme as
two unmanned missions un-
der the Gaganyaan project
willbe undertaken tovalidate
the human-rated launch vehi-
cle and the orbital module in
actual flight.

In addition, multiple
sub-orbital missions using a
Test Vehicle are planned to
validate the Gaganyaan Crew
Escape Systemunder various
abort conditions, as the space
agency eyes for a 2025 time
slottosend anIndianto space
in an Indian capsule.

The three GSLV missions

will be to launch a meteorol-
ogysatellite,a navigation sat-
ellite and the joint Nasa-Isro
Synthetic Aperture Radar
satellite.

There will also be an
LVM3 commercial mission
by NewSpace India Limited.

The six PSLV missions in-
clude two missions to launch
a space science satellite and
an Earth observation satellite,
two technology demonstra-
tion flights and two commer-
cial missions.

In addition, there will be
one mission of SSLV, whichis
thethird developmental flight
and will launch a technology
demonstration satellite.
GSAT-20, a communication
satellite will also be launched
using a foreign rocket.

The next year would also
witness Isro carrying out two
autonomous runway landing
experiments of winged body
Reusable Launch Vehicles,
Singh said.

The minister informed the
Rajya Sabha that the number
of start-ups in the space sector
crossed the 500 mark.

AsonNovember 2023, the
total number of startups and
companies who have shared
their capabilities in the space
sectoris 523, outof which 297
have submitted applications
to Indian National Space Pro-
motion and Authorisation
Centre seeking support from
Isrofor R&D and testing.
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AIIMS cases have no link to
China pneumonia outbreak’

Reports claiming that bacterial cases detected at
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Delhi were linked to the recent surge in
pneumonia cases in China were misleading and
inaccurate, the Union Health Ministry said on
December 7. A note released by the Ministry said
that the cases detected had no link in respiratory
infections in children reported from some parts
of the world, including China. “The seven cases
have been detected as a part of an ongoing study
at AIIMS, Delhi in the six-month period (April to
September 2023) and is no cause for worry,” it
said. The Health Ministry stated that it is in touch
with the State health authorities and is keeping a
close watch on the situation daily.




Improved drug regimens for TB

likely to reduce treatment time

Treatment regimens are hard. For MDR TB, patients might require up to 4.000 pills: the long duration of treatment. and subsequent drug toxicity

leads to patients being unable to tolerate the drugs. and also non compliance with treatment schedules. This ultimately leads to drug resistant TB

Ramya Kannan

his November, at The Union
World Conference on Lung
Health 2023, there was much
optimism, as it seemed that
there were finally tools available to fast
track work on multiple aspects of TB
control. Four, new improved drug
regimens that could cut treatment time
for drug resistant tuberculosis by up to
twor thirds, were the primary source of
this optimism.

For nearly five decades, few advances
have been rolled out in TB care, While TB
does not yet have a viable vaccine that
can render prevention possible, news of
possible treatments that work, and
specifically address the elephant in the
room in TB care- duration of treatment-
naturally gets spirits up. It is the long
duration of treatment, and subsequent
drug toxicity, that leads to patients belng
unable to tolerate the drugs, and also non
compliance with treatment schedules.
This ultimately leads to drug resistant TB,

Echoing this optimism, Madhukar Pai,
Global Health Assocdate Director, MeGill
International TB Centre, McGill
University, Canada, said: *To me, the
biggest progress in the recent past is the
development of shorter regimens for all
forms of TB, especially the 6 month
all-oral treatments for drug-resistant TB. It
is critical that all countries, especially
India, scale up these 6 month shorter
regimens for DR-TB."

Regimens are hard

The reason is clear: treatment regimens
are hard. For MDR TB, patients might
require up to 14,000 pills. The problem is
huge in terms of number of people
affected too: MDE-TE affects half a million
people each year.

On the opening day of the Union World
Conference, three regimens were
presented, as having achieved favourable
outcomes in between 85904 of
participants for treatment of
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis or
rifampicin-resistant tuberculosis
(MDR/RR-TB). Research led by Médecins
Sans Frontiéres, Partners in Health, and
Interactive Research and Development,
found that a further fourth regimen
showed a strong treatment response at
85.6% and represented an alternative for
people wheo cannot tolerate bedaquiline
or linezolid.

According to the Conference website,
these drug regimens for MDR/RE-TB
“represent similar efficacy and safety to
conventional treatments, but have
reduced treatment time by up to
two-thirds.” Many living with TB face
treatments that last up to 24 months, and
14,000 pills. Such regimens can be
ineffective, with only 59% treatment
success in 20018, and can often cause
terrible side effects. Some patients even
have to endure months of painful, daily
injections.

Ower 750 participants from 11 sites, 7
countries, and 4 continents were involved
in the study , funded by Unitaid, on
tackling MDR/RE-TB. The trial showed
how combining antibiotics in new ways
could treat this form of the disease more
effectively than ever before, offering
much-needed hope.

Carole Mitnick, Professor of Global
Health and Social Medicine at Harvard
Medical School and Partners in Health
Director of Research for the endTB
project, said: “We stand on the cusp ofa
significant breakthrough in the battle

L
Cutting edge: Goa is among the States that have embraced upfront molecular diagnastic testing for TH, even at the PHC level. Doctors in Goa claim their
testing rate has improved since then. Picture shows Truehat machines at a PHC in Ponda, Goa. sasn Sanmay

against MDR, a disease that
disproportionately affects impoverished
populations around the globe. Our results
offer hope to those in dire need and
underscore the urgency of continued
research and innovation—and
accountability of private companies that
receive public funds—to address diseases
that too often strike the most vulnerable
among us.”

The researchers’ findings are a
significant step and could address issues
around access to and affordability of

quality TB care, experts agree.

‘Seems like a miracle’

Soumya Swaminathan, former Chief
Scientist, World Health Organisation, and
current chairperson of the MS
Swaminathan Foundation, says: “Itis
really encouraging, especially for the
treatment of MDRE TB where the outcomes
are currently very poor - there are
efficacy and compliance issues, and some
severe side effects for long treatment.
When you look at results of the short
regimen studies {presented at Paris), it
nearly seems like a miracle. If we are able
to achieve an 85 % and above cure rate, it
would indeed be a real boon for patients
with MDR TB."

Did fast tracking of pharma research
and development have an impact on
hastening the pace of TB drug
development? “No. The trials were
planned well before the pandemic. It was
very tough, getting funding, and
approvals from different countries. But
over the last decade or so, a lot of work
behind the scenes has been put into
advancing the R&D in TB agenda,
including by the WHO, Stop TB
Partnership, the Treatment Action Group
(TAG). The TB alliance has also been
doing a significant amount of work,” she
explains.

The United Nations High-Level Meeting
on TB in 2018 set the target of US$2 billion
per annum for R&D, In December last
year, TAG and Stop TB Partnership
announced that for the first time in
history, funding for TB R&D hit a billion
dollars worldwide in 2021. “This marked a
significant milestone that nonetheless
falls significantly short of what's needed
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The biggest progress in the recent past
is the development of shorter regimens
for all forms of TB. especially the 6
month all-oral treatments for
drug-resistant TB

to stay on track to end TB,” according to
their report. After years of chronic
underinvestment and devastating
disruptions caused by COVID-19, the Stop
TE Partnership's Global Plan to End TE,
2023-2030 estimates the funding need for
TBE R&D to have gone up to US$5 billion
[PET anmm.

The bulk of this funding has come
primarily from the government and
philanthropic contributions, Dr. Soumya
adds. “It is combined efforts over a
derade that have resulted in these
advances. But the pace is yet too slow, if
you take into account the number of
people affected by, and dyving of TB. A
stronger commitment to come up with a
vaccine is needed, globally.”

Multi-pronged approach

She emphasises that the attack on TB
should be on multiple fronts, in order to
be able to eliminate the disease. Another
big gap exists in the area of case detection
in reality.

While TB diagnostics have been
technically ushered into the modern age
with sensitive molecular tests, and Al
assisted conventional tests, in India,
sputum smear microscopy continues to
be the deployed the most, though some
State governments have made headway
with advanced devices to diagnose TB.
The WHO says over-reliance on direct
sputum smear microscopy is inherently
associated with a relatively high
proportion of pulmonary TB cases that
are clinically diagnosed, as opposed to
bacteriologically confirmed.

Sputum smear microscopy reportedly
has about 50% sensitivity, and therefore
contributes to the huge burden of missed
cases in the country, It is also not

equipped to diagnose cases of

— —
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drugresistant TB.

The world, today, has X-rays with Al
assistance to flag abnormalities,
Al-assisted cough diagnosis, new
advances in the molecular detection of
TB, multiple products built on the faster
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT) and
whole genome sequencing.

In a recent paper i in the
Indian journal of Medical Research, Dr.
Soumya and Dr. Pai wrote in the article
‘India is well placed to scale innovations in
tuberculosis diggnostics™ Several
muolecular tests are now endorsed by the
WHO, including Xpert MTB/RIF Ultra
{Cepheid Inc., USA), TrueNAT MTB and
TrueNAT MTB-RIF Dx (Molbio
Diagnostics, India), loop-mediated
amplification (LAMP-TE), assay line probe
assays and centralized assays. Some are
low-complexity tests, while others are
moderate-to-high-complexity assays.

It is crudial to deploy all these tooks in
order to find every person who has the
infection, Dr. Soumya says,

Again, at the Union World Conference
on Lung Health Tony Hu, Professor at
Tulane University, spoke of how rapid
portable, battery-operated tests could be
a new tool for point-of-care TB testing
requiring minimal equipment and user
expertise.

Point-of-care testing does not require
specialised clinical or aboratory
equipment, making this an invaluable tool
in preventing the spread of a disease
through early detection.

Additionally, it has the potential to be
scaled up quickly if disease hotspots are
identified, allowing scientists to respond
rapidly to TB outbreaks, Dr. Hu explained.

Also on display was an interesting
experiment: researchers from Tanzania,
Belgium, Mozambique, and Ethiopia
presented an analysis into rats that could
sniff out TH.

Dr. Pai, who is also a grand advocate
for newer diagnostic tools adds: “Another
big takeaway is the growing acceptance
that we must phase out old diagnostic
tools like smear microscopy and replace
them with rapid molecular tests. This is
essential to narrow the big disgnostic
gap.”

(ramya kannan@thehindu.coin)



The Ceniral government said in
Parliament that the WHO had
issued a medical product alert
for a batch of Guaifenesin Syrup.
manufactured by an Indian

company

Gambia, Uzbekistan, Cameroon and
the World Health Organisation (WHO)
raised red flags after children who had
these drugs, died. prompting the Central
government to take remedial action.

The government issued a list of
government and private laboratories
across the country where samples would
be tested before export. Indian
manufactured syrups were reported to be
contaminated with glycol and ethylene
glycol — toxic substances that can
sometimes be fatal, especially for
children. According to government data,
of the 385 samples tested in the Gujarat
lab, 51 were found to be NSQ (not of
standard quality), while 29 out of 502
samples failed the quality test in the
Ghaziabad lab.

The Central government admitted in
Parliament that the WHO had issued a
medical product alert for a batch of
Guaifenesin Syrup, manufactured by an
Indian company.

“CDSCO in coordination with State
Drugs Authority, Punjab, conducted a
joint investigation at M/s QP Pharmachem
Ltd., Punjab. Drug samples taken from
plant the under the Drugs & Cosmetics
Act, 1940 for test and analysis were
declared as “Not of Standard Quality™.
The State Licensing Authority has
directed the firm to stop all
manufacturing activities with immediate
effect,” the government said replying to a
question from MP Manickam Tagore.

India’s pharmaceutical sector
contributes around 1.72% of GDP and the
industry is worth approximately $50
billion with more than half coming from
exports. Around 20% of the global
demand for generic drugs is met by India.

The Health Ministry has said the
pharma industry should strive to
maintain the nation’s reputation.

(bindu.p@thehindu.co.in)
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Paytm stocks fall 20%
after decision to cut
down small-ticket loans

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

it is scaling back small-ticket
loans and restructuring its
BNPL ( buy now, pay later)
business, shares of the compa-
ny declined 20% on Thursday,
and this is the largest drop
since its listing.
Shares of One 97 Communi-
cations, parent company of
Paytm, closed at ¥660.70, down
Z152.35 on Thursday. The com-
pany on Wednesday said it is
recalibrating the portfolio orig-
ination of less than 50,000 on
the back of recent macro devel-
opment and regulatory guid-
ance. Under Z50,000 is the post-
paid loan product of
the company, and it
will cow be a smaller
part of its loan distri-

’ AFTER Pavtm announced that

Q

While the longevity of these
measures and the outlook in

low-ticket unsecured loans re-
mains under watch, we trim
FY24/FY25 disbursement esti-
mates by 15%-18%, re-
flecting the current de-
velopments, it added.
Several brokerages
including Goldman

bution business. _
“Paytm’s strategy to P'tm “a’;t:“ Sachs, Jefferies and
move away fromsmall ¢ Men.¢  Morgan Stanley either
ticket size BNPL10ans  ¢pepNPLlcans G0Wnsgraded Paytm
will affect the total il affect total stocks or cut their tar-
loan originations via  loan originations get price. Goldman
the platform as the viathe platform  downgraded Paytm to
segment forms over asthesegment neutral and cut the
50 of total disburse- ~ formsover50%  12.month target price
ments,” said Motilal of total to 2840. Jefferies cut to
Oswal Financial Serv- disbursements  z) (50 from %1,300.
jices in its report. Motilal Oswal Bernstein cut target to
«paytm believes  FinanclalServices ~ ¥950 fromX1,100. Total
that its sourcing fun- value of loans dis-
nel will be largely un- bursed by the compa-
affected, as credit-worthy cus- ny at the end of the second
tomers will be able to use the quarter stood at ¥16,211 crore.

postpaid services. Take rates It indicated the monthly post-
are expected to be marginally paid loan sourcing run rate to
affected as BNPL as a product moderate by 50% from 3,000

has lower take rates; however, a
pick-up in higher ticket size
personal loans should offset
the overall impact,” Motilal
Oswal said.

crore to 1,500 crore. As a result,

the total disbursement run rate
is expected to decline to about

24,500 crore per month from
about 26,000 crore per month.



New machines at dialysis

centres next month: Minister

BELAGAVI, DHNS

he state government

I has finalised an agency
to operate state-run di-
alysis centres, which will get
new machines next month,
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao

memorandum of understand-
ing has been signed. New
machines will be installed in
all dialysis centres from next
month. We hope the agency
we've selectedis good and that
they’d dowell,” Rao said, add-
ing that the number of dialysis
centres will go up from 168 to

told the Assembly on |
Thursday. |
Replying to a ques-
tion by Udupi BJP
MLA Yashpal Suvar-
na on shortcomings

in the dialysis service

- 219.
- Rao said the old
agency was penalised

aries weren't paid reg-
ularly and technicians

i used to go on strike
Dinesh

offered by the govern- frequently,” he said,

ment. Rao assured GunduRao adding thatthe govern-

the Assembly that the mentis blacklisting the

government is taking stepsto agency.

streamline this. In the Kalaburagi division,
“We have finalised tenders the government hasre-issued

for the Bengaluru, Mysuru
and Belagavi divisions. A

the tender as nobody qualified
in the first one. “If even that

" 3 | forinefficiencies. “Sal-

doesn’t work, we’re thinking
of the government itself man-
aging the dialysis centres,”
Rao said.

Leader of the Opposition R
Ashoka demanded criminal
action on the agency against
which employees struck work
at a dialysis centre in Uttara
Kannada thatled tothe death
of a patient named Syed.
“Who is responsible for this?
‘Why didn’t the government
take preemptive action?” he
said.

To a suggestion by BJP
MLAV Sunil Kumar, Raosaid
he would discuss with the Fi-
nance department onwhether
or not dialysis can be brought |
under the Arogya Karnataka
health coverage scheme so
that patients can also go to
private hospitals.



Chandrasekhar: Digital
economy to contribute
20% to India’s GDP by 26

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIVA
@ Ahmedabad

B e = R D = L T

RAJEEYV Chandrasekhar, Un-
ion Minister for SKkill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
and Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology, stated on
Thursday that the digital econ-
omy will contribute 20% of In-
dia’s GDP by 2026. He was
speaking at the inaugural func-
tion of the Gujarat govern-
ment’s ‘Startup Conclave 2023’
at Gujarat’s Gandhinagar heli-
pad ground.

“In 2014, the digital economy
accounted for about 4.5 percent
of GDP; today, it accounts for
11%. By 2026, the digital econo-
my will account for 20%, or
one-fifth, of Indian GDP,” Chan-
drasekhar predicted.

According to him, PM Naren-
dra Modi’s targets and ambi-
tions when he launched the

“Digital India” program in 2015
transformed “qualitatively as
well as quantitatively our ecan-
omy, our innovation ecosystem,
and our position as a nation in
the world.”

He pointed out that India’s
position has shifted from being
a consumer of technology for

nearly three decades to being a
producer of devices, products,
and platforms for the rest of
the world.

“There has been a remarka-
ble transformation over the last
nine years under the PM.” Our
economy, which was once domi-
nated by a few groups or seg-
ments, has now become highly
diversified,” the minister said.

He claimed that India has
now become the world’s fastest-
growing digital economy:

Praising Mod1’s vision, he
said, “We are living in the most
exciting period in independent
India’s history. This is the most
exciting time in India’s innova-
tion and technology sector.
Look how far our innovation
ecosystem and digital economy

have grown since Modi took of-
fice in 2014.”



Isro to enhance
collaborations
with CFTRI,
DI'RL: Somanath

MYSURU, DHNS

SRO (Indian Space Re-
Isearch Organisation)

Chairperson S Somanath
said that they have bigger
plans to enhance collabora-
tions with institutions like the
Central Food Technological
Research Institute (CFTRI);
and Defence Food Research
Laboratory (DFRL), in the
food sector, towards technical
and technological interven-
tion and to meet the challenge
of sustaining the availability of
food in the country.

Hewasspeakingattheinau-
gural event of Sth Internation-
al Food Convention (IFCoN),
hosted by Association of Food
Scientists and Technologists
(India) in association with
CSIR-CFTRI, in the city on
Thursday.

Somanath explained the
role of Isro in developing sev-
eral satellitesand remote sens-
ing sensors to help agriculture
sector for precision agricul-
ture, right from detecting the
health and nutrition of the soll,
to detection of the disease of
crops, and providing weather
forecast to plan farming.

He said that their sensors
are also detecting the avail-
ability of groundwater and
even the availability of fishes
in the sea by sensing the tem-
perature and colour ofthe sea.
Their sensorsare evenhelping
banks in giving farm loans, to
assess various factors mn half
an hour, including the details
of land records, predict if the
farmers would get good yield
and if they can repay loans, he
said.

Somanath said when the
population of the country
was just 35 crore in pre-in-
dependence period, though
adequate food was available,
due to issues in delivery and

others, there was a situation of
famine. Now, due to advance
ment in research and devel
opment, we have adequat€
food and food security for 140
crore population. This nee
to be sustained, so they would
enhance collaborations with
institutions like CFTRI.

There should be more
cottage industries for food
storage, processing, and
coming up with value-added
products, so that their income
is enhanced. The food scien-
tists must help people to get
accurate information on how
to carefully choose the right
healthyfoodtoaddresslifestyle
issues, he said.

Somnath also said that he
visited the CFTRI and the
DFRL in the city on Thursday,
and thanked those scientists
for providing food for scientists
of ISRO who take up space ex-
peditions.

Secretary of Department of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search and DG CSIR N Kalai
Selvi said, “Lifestyle begins
with food and choosing safe
and secure food is a challenge.
Food is the only way to satisfy
humans. Farmers believe in
scienceandsatellite reports for
cultivation immensely these
days. CFTRI is transforming,
transferring science and tech-
nology from labs to farmersby
going to their farmland, to get
food grains and millets. They
are also sharing knowledge
with farmers on how to store
food for long,” she said.

She lauded philanthropy
of erstwhile royal family for
donating Palace and land to
house CFTRIin Mysuru.

Member of erstwhile royal
family of Mysuru Pramoda
Devi Wadiyar, CFTRI Director
Sridevi Annapurna, President
of AFSTI and Dr N Bhaskar
were present.



No ‘spectacular
announcement’ in

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ndicating that the ruling

BJP may notresorttonew

populist measures ahead
of the Lok Sabha elections,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
the upcoming Union Budget
to be presented on February1
will not have any “spectacular
announcements’.

“] am not going to play a
spoilsport, but it 1s a matter
of truth that the budget will
be just a vote on account, be-
cause we are in an election
mode,” Sitharaman said at
Global Economic Policy Fo-
rum organised by the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII).

She added that the budget
would just be to “meet the ex-
penditure of the government
till a new government cOmes
toplay”.

Although February’s
exercise will be an interim
budget, typically the overt

ment comes up with populist
S 10 WOO VOLETS

budget, says 'M

ik
lamnot going to play a
spollsport, but it Is a matter
of truth that the budget will
. bejustavoteonaccount,
. becauseweareinan
. election modie,

 NIRMALASITHARAMAN
S Flnancewlinister Lt

ahead of the election. In the
2019 interim budget, Piyush
Goyal—standinginforanun-
well Arun Jaitley — unveiled
4 cash transfer scheme for
small and marginal farmers
and significant tax rebates.
Goyal had announced an
outlay of Rs 75,000 crore
for FY 2019-20 for a cash
transfer of Rs 6,000 annual-
ly to farmers under Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN).
» Budget, Page 6

Nirmala lauds central policies

Central
:ncentive (P

government policies like the production-linked
LI) scheme and Make-in-India have helped

¢he country become the second most sought-after man-
ufacturing destination and the fastest growing econo-
my in the world, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said while reelying toadebate the Rajya Sabha. P12
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Bengaluru retained
the fourth spot for travel
within India

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

he preferred destinations of
travellers venturing within
and abroad India remained
largely unchanged in the past
vear, except one tweak - Thailand'’s
Bangkok stole the top spot from
Dubai, according to online travel
platform Agoda, which analysed

the trends based on hotel bookings
on the application.

Since the government of Thai-
land allowed visa-free entry for
Indians travelling to the country
last month, it saw a 26% surge in
searches on the platform, and has
since become a darling for Indian
travellers looking for an escape.

Other countries that have
recently waived visa requirements
for Indians include Malaysia and
Sri Lanka, both of which are also
seeing renewed interest from trav-
ellers. Vietnam is also mulling its
visa restrictions to offer visa-free
entry for Indians as it has become

more and more popular within
Indian travellers. Airlines have also

~ BUSINESS &ECONOMY

Visa-free entry makes Thailand the most preferred destinationfor Indian tourists

been answering to this increased
demand by increasing the routes
and number of flights travelling to
these countries.

“When it comes to international
travel choices, Indians consistently
favour short haul destinations
across the region. Chart topper
Bangkok and fifth most popular

destination Pattaya are poised to
further strengthen their appeal,
with the recent announcement
of visa-free travel for Indians to
Thailand,” the report said.

Bangkok was followed by Dubai
in the second place, Bali in the
third and Singapore in the fourth
place, it added.

“2023 has been an incredible
year for travel in India. Agoda
search numbers reveal growth en
all levels: domestic, inbound, and
outbound. [ am excited to see how
this trend will shape the travel
industry in 2024.” said Krishna
Rathi, Agoda’s country director for
India, Sri Lanka, and Maldives.

As for destinations within the

country, Delhi-NCR continued

to hold the first position, as was

the case for Goa in second place,
Mumbai in third, Bengaluru in
fourth and Chennai in the fifth
place, indicating that the travel
trends for Indians remained
largely unchanged in the past year,
even as travel volume increased
significantly this year.

“The rankings with the most
booked destinations on Agoda
underscore a distinct inclination
among Indians for tried-and-tested
destinations, showcasing a pref-
erence for all-time favourites that
have lots to offer to any type of trav-
eller and no matter how frequently
they are visited,” the report said.




Centre’s policies have made India
fastest growing economy: M

Make-in-India & PLI listed as
marguee schemes that helped

v

CYANENDRA KESHRI said. “All sectors are growing
NEW DELHI DHNS significantly. Because of the

Make-in-India programme

oheies of the central and PM Modi's schemes, the

ne sector 1s also

Twstaal1ak, 114 1 ' rl° Wl |
vernment like pi manufacturing

j.
AUCTION -HNKEd NCETITIVe rhicantiy contributung to
PLI schieme and Make-in-In-  the economy.”

She noted that manufac-
0 Most SOUgnt turing secto! ;if'fFWl]] !":Ltl'}:‘,i:d
desting- 1o 12 9% inthe second quarter
of the current financial year.
Keferrng 1o S&P Global
data, the finance mnister sayd
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) 1n November stood at
56 Y118 1n the expansionary

territory.” she added

heliped aeveiop Indla
CTUring
110T] l
economy in the world, Finance
Minuster Nirmaia Sitharaman
said on Thursda
Replying 10 a debate i Ka
jya Sabha. the upper house
of Parliament, Sstharaman

4Na 1Ne lasies

1 iny ¥
P growing

Nirmala Sitharaman

PMI for manufacturing
rose to 56 in November from
55.5 recorded in the previ-
ous month, on the back of
strengthening demands and
low mput costs, as per data
released by S&P Global earli-
er this month. The PMI print
above 50 indicates pgrowth
in the sector while below 50
shows contractuon, Manufac
turing PMI has been above 50

for 29 monthsinarow.
Sitharaman noted that In-
dia's economic growth in the
second quarter of the current
financial year was the highest
in the world. India’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP) expand-
ed by 7.6% in July-September
period, sharply higher than
the Reserve Bank of India’s
forecast of 6.5%. The growth
was led by the better-than-ex-
pected expansion in manufac-
turing and construction sec-
tors, as per the latest National
Statistical Office (NSO) dara.
“India’s second quarter
growth 1s the highest in the
world as India continues to
be the fastest-growing econ-
omy. The third and tourth
largest economies (Japan and
Germany) have contracted as
well as emerging econoinies.
In comparison, India’s over
/% growth s signthicant,” the

finance minister said
india’s economic Zrowtn
the first quarter of the current

-
1 r
i

financial vear stood

The finance mimster also
underlined the recent uptick
in India’s exports. After c1gnt
consecutive months of dechine
India’s exports increased
6.21% vear-on-vear to 555.5/
billion in October

She informed the
ment that the revenue colle
non from direct taxes have
surged by 21.82% vear-on-vear
nll November 9 in the current
fiscal, while average monthiy
GST collecnon in 2023-24 50
farstands ataround Rs Lo lakh
crore

“The activaties are all across
the economy. IT's not as il one
sector s dou 153 W ell...all sectors
are grow g and growing sig
nificantly (enouxh) for us to
notice i, she added.
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Kartikey and Malvika
advance in Super 100

Sports Bureau

Kartikey Gulshan Kumar
and Malvika Bansod were
the lone Indians remaining
in the men’s and women’s
singles events of the Yonex-
Sunrise Guwahati Masters
BWF Super 100 Interna-
tional badminton tourna-
ment on Thursday.

Kartikey defeated Mads
Christophersen of Den-
mark 21-18, 21-15 while Mal-
vika beat compatriot Ta-
nya Hemanth 21-13, 21-17 to
advance to the
quarterfinals.

The results (round-of-16):
Men: Kartikey Gulshan Kumar bt
Mads Christophersen (Den) 21-18,
21-15; Jia Heng Jason Teh bt
Meiraba Luwang Maisnam 21-12,
21-13; Yohanes Saut Marcellyno
(Ina) bt Ayush Shetty 19-21, 21-16,
23-21; Alvi Wijaya Chairullah (Ina)

i

Malvika Bansod.

bt Sameer Verma 24-22, 18-21,
23-21; Justin Hoh (Mas) bt Mithun
Manjunath 21-19, 21-19; Alwi
Farhan (Ina) bt Abhishek Saini
21-15, 21-14; Cheam June Wei
(Mas) bt Subhankar Dey 21-15,
21-15.

Women: Letshanaa Karputhevan
(Mas) bt Ira Sharma 21-15, 11-21,
21-18; Malvika Bansod bt Tanya
Hemnath 21-13, 21-17; Yun Shuo
Sung bt Unnati Hooda 11-21,
21-15, 21-19; Line Christophersen
(Den) bt Anupama Upadhyaya
21-10, 21-11; Lin Sih Yun (Tpe) bt
Aakarshi Kashyap 21-17, 12-21,
22-20; Wen Chi Hsu (Tpe) bt Imad
Farooqui Samiya 21-15, 18-21,

21-13.




India colts suffer

crushing defeatto S

KUALA LUMPUR, PTI: Spain
were superb on the wings
and played a close-knit game
to crush India 4-1in a pool
match of the FIH juniormen’s
hockey World Cup here on
Thursday.

Spain are leading Pool C
with six points from two wins,
while Korea are ahead of In-
dia on goal difference, with
both sides having three points
each. The fourth team in the
pool Canada are yet to open
their account after two losses.

India will play their last
pool match against Canada
on Saturday.

India were broughtdown to
earth by the tactically superi-
or Spain, who made full use of
the opportunities and tight-
ened their defence resolutely
todeny India PC conversions.

Cabre Verdiell Pol (1st, 41st
min) and Rafi Andreas (18th,
60th) were on target for the
Spaniards, while for India,
the consolation goal came
from the stick of Rohit, who
converted a penalty cornerin
the 33rd minute.

Most contests between
India and Spain have gone

to the wire but on Thursday,
it seemed the 2016 junior
World Cup champions were
low on energy, conceding a
goal in the very first minute
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fr Idi’s '
game against Spainon
Thursday.

of the contest to Verdielli Pol.
Spain’s searing pace helped
them take the lead in the
first minute itself when an
unmarked Cabre took just 51
seconds tostun India. The for-
ward, whowasunmarked just
in front of the India goalkeep-
er made a lovely deflection to
give his side the lead.

India tried rotating the
mid-fielders following the jolt
but were unable to find pierce
the sturdy Spanish.

Justwhen India seemedto
be finding their bearing, cap-
tain Rafi Andreas’s powerful
drag-flick from a penalty
corner beat the goalkeeper
all ends up, leaving the 2016
Lucknow edition champions
looking for answers to break
the stout Spanish defence.
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Visitors hammer
Wi to level series
with 4-wicket win
A 4
NORTH SOUND, AFP

am Curran bounced back

with a match-winning

bowling display as En-
gland scored a series-levelling
six-wicket victory over the
West Indies in the second One-
Day International in Antigua
on Wednesday.

Curran was spanked for
98 runs off 9.5 overs on Sun-
day as England slumped to a
four-wicket defeatin the series
opener - the worst ever perfor-
mance by an England bowlerin
ODI cricket.

But the left arm seam and
wing bowler responded su-
perbly on Wednesday, bagging
three of the first four wickets
asthe home side were bundled
out for 202 off 39.4 oversin the
day/night fixture.

Will Jacks then anchored
the English response at the

m Curran (centre) celebrates

hteam-mates after

dismissing Shimron Hetmyer during the second ODI on
Wednesday. Arp

top of the order with 73 while
there was a welcome return to
form for Jos Buttler, the En-
gland captain taking his team
to victory with an unbeaten
58 in an unbroken fifth-wicket
partnership of 90 with Harry
Brook (43 not out).

“It was tough the other day
but just have to keep moving
forward and try to bounce
back,” Curran said after his
Man-of-the-Match perfor-

mance at the Sir Vivian Rich-
ards Stadium.

Curran’s opening burst and
the support of Gus Atkinson
reduced the West Indies to
23 for four. But for a 129-run
fifth-wicket partnership be-
tween captain Shai Hope (68)
and Sherfane Rutherford (63),
it would have been a complete
capitulation by the hosts.

Spinner Liam Livingston
then claimed the spotlight with
the wickets of both Hope and
Rutherford before swiftly add-

ing another to also finish with
three wickets.

Atkinson and frontline
spinner Rehan Ahmed shared
in the spoils with two wickets
apiece.

A measure of the reckless-
ness displayed by the West In-

diesatthe crease wasthat their

innings folded with ten overs
of the allotted 50 unused as
successive players attempted
to outdo each other in the ex-
travagance of their strokeplay.

England openers Jacks and
Phil Salt sped to 50 by the sixth
over in reply. However on a
pitch offering considerable as-
sistance for the spinners Guda-
kesh Motie claimed two victims
and at 116 for four, the tourists
had some work to do.

Buttler and Brook eased
those concerns though with
the England captain’s first
half-century in 15 innings tak-
ing him past the 5,000-run
markin ODlIs, just the fifth En-
glishman to do so.

Brief scores: West Indies: 202 all out

in 39.4 overs (Shai Hope 68, Sherfane
Rutherford 63; Sam Curran 3-33, Cus
Atkinson 2-28, Rehan Ahmed 2-40, Liam
Livingstone 3-39) It to England: 206/4 in
32.5 overs (Will Jacks 73, Harry Brook 43

N.0., JOS Buttler 58 n.o.; Gudakesh Motle

2 34). Result: England won by six wickets.
POM: Sam Curran,




Relentless Villa extends streak
with crucial win over Man City

Liverpool eases past Sheflield; McTominay double hands United victory over Chelsea; Brighton wins its battle with

Brentford; Fulham hammers Forest; Guardiola’s men are winless in four games and six points behind leader Arsenal

PREMIER LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

ston Villa beat
A champion  Man-

chester City on
Wednesday to extend its
remarkable winning run at
home as Liverpool closed
to within two points of
leader Arsenal with victory
at Sheffield United.

Elsewhere, Scott McTo-
minay scored twice as
Manchester United beat
Chelsea 21 and Fulham
hammered Nottingham
Forest 5-0, heaping the
pressure on manager Steve
Cooper.

Brighton recorded a 2-1
home win against Brent-
ford courtesy of goals from
Pascal Gross and Jack Hin-
shelwood, while Bourne-
mouth notched its third
win in four games, beating
Crystal Palace 2-0.

Villa, which has now
won 14 league games in a
row at Villa Park, scored
the only goal of the game in
the 74th minute, when Le-
on Baileys shot took a
huge deflection off Ruben
Dias.

The win, which lifts Un-
ai Emery’s men into third
place, means it equals a
club record for consecutive
home victories in league
competition, previously

On target: Bailey's strike took a healthy deflection off City's Dias for Villa's winner, GETTY IMAGES

achieved in 1903 and 1931.

Pep Guardiola’s off-co-
lour team, aiming for an
unprecedented fourth con-
secutive top-flight title, is
now winless in four games
and six points behind
Arsenal.

Last year's treble win-
ner, missing the suspended
Rodri, has now won just
three league games in its
past nine.

It is unbeaten in its past
43 matches in which the
Spain  midfielder has

played but its four defeats
in all competitions this sea-
son have all come when he
has been serving a ban.
Liverpool, looking in-
creasingly dangerous, saw
off basement club Sheffield
United 2-0. Virgil van Dijk
opened the scoring at Bra-
mall Lane, turning home a
Trent Alexander-Arnold
corner in the 37th minute
from near the penalty spot.
The visitors dominated
possession but failed to
break through again until

midfielder Dominik Szo-
boszlai made the points
safe in time added on.

Manchester United se-
cured a priceless three
points, shrugging off a rare
penalty miss from Bruno
Fernandes in the first half.

Chelsea’s Cole Palmer
finished an impressive
team move on the stroke of
halftime to cancel out
McTominay's opener.

But the Scotland inter-
national headed home Ale-
jandro Garnacho’s cross

for his second with about
20 minutes left to lift Unit-
ed to sixth in the table, just
three points behind City.

The results: Brighton 2 {Gross 31,
Hinshelwood 52} bt Brentford 1
iMbeumao 27-pen); Crystal Palace
0 lost to Boumemouth 2 {Senesi
75, Moore 90+1); Fulham 5 (Ilwobi
30, 74, Jimenez 34, 54, Cairney 86)
bt Nottingham Forest 0; Sheffield
0 lost to Liverpool 2 (van Dijk 37,
Szoboszlai 90+4); Aston Villa 1
iBailey 74) bt Manchester City O;
Manchester United 2 (McTominay
18, 59) bt Chelsea 1 (Palmer 45).
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Editorial

THE HINDU

Friday, December 8, 2023
BENGALURL

India’s growing neighbourhood dilemmas

he proverbial Achilles heel of Indian

foreign policy continues to be its

neighbourhood. Contemporary Indian

foreign policy has an ambitious vision
— from being the leader of the global South, to be
an arbiter in global geopolitical contestations, o
making a serious claim to be a pole in world
politics. But South Asia is not only not keen to
jump on the bandwagon of the India story, but it
is also seemingly holding India back, albeit
indirectly. Neighbourhoods are difficult for any
major power, but contemporary India is faced
with an exceptionally hard one, complicated by a
rising superpower in its neighbourhood, for the
first time in its history.

New Delhi’s dilemmas, the causes

In general, there are three types of dilemmas that
India faces in the neighbourhood. One, the rise of
politically anti-India regimes in South Asia such
as the one in the Maldives where the new
government is effectively asking Indians to pack
up and leave. While the Maldives is anti-India in
an instrumental sense, a Khaleda Zia-led
government in Dhaka, which goes to the elections
early next vear, could turn out to be ideologically
anti-India. The second type of dilemma India
faces in the neighbourhood is structural,
resulting from Beijing’s growing influence in
South Asia.

Three things stand out. The growing
entanglement of the region's smaller states in the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and other Chinese
projects. Beijing's assiduous outreach to South
Asian states when the rest of the international
community abandons or avoids them for
normative or other reasons — as was the case
with Taliban-led Afghanistan, military-ruled
Myanmar and crisis-hit 5ri Lanka. India does too,
but the overall impact of China's outreach is far
higher than that of India primarily as a function
of deeper pockets. Finally, China's desire to settle
border disputes with its neighbours (minus
India), as seen in the case of Bhutan, is also a
strategy to win over the region.

The net result, or one that could potentially
develop overtime, is somewhat alarming. If we do
not take innovative measures, there is a good
chance that we will be geopolitically locked in
within an unfriendly South Asia. This may well be
a case of overstating the point, but is to lay
emphasis on a potential future scenario.

There are three broad sets of causes behind
the dilemmas India faces in the neighbourhood.
The first is the regional geopolitical architecture
characterised by five overlapping elements.
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Contermnporary South Asia is characterised by a
diminishing presence of the United States, which,
for a long time, was a geopolitical constant in the
region. For New Delhi, Washington's presence in
South Asia was not always advantageous, but its
departure is definitely disadvantageous, in
particular given how China has filled the power
vacuum created by Washington's departure. The
aggressive and stupendous rise of China has
come as a ‘geopolitical buffer’, at least for now,
for the smaller states in the region which have
become adept at using the ‘China card’ in their
foreign policy assertions. While our neighbours
are keen to practise strategic autonomy with us,
there is little appetite to do so vis-d-vis China.

Third, inn one of the least interconnected
regions in the world, and poor, it is natural that
the inhabitants of the region will tilt towards a
power with the ability to cater to their material
needs. With India’s ability to meet those needs
being limited, China is that power. Fourth, India,
for the most part, has had a normative and
political approach towards the region, with the
states in the region acquiescing, rebelling, and
falling in line given the absence of choices. Beijing
has changed that India-centric calculus by
offering itself as the no-frills non-normative
alternative. For the first time in modern South
Asian history, the region is a ‘norms-free-zone'.

Finally, for much of its independent existence,
New Delhi enjoyed unrivalled primacy in the
region. Today, the downside of being the resident
power in South Asia — with all its artendant
cultural, ethnic, refugee and other spillovers — is
felt more sharply than being the primary power.
China, on the other hand, is the reglon's
non-resident power which benefits from the
ahsence of complications — ethnie, limguistic,
religious — arising out of being a resident power.

The second cause behind India's regional
dilemma is related to its policy stance which
exhibits a deep-seated status quo bias when it
comes to dealing with the region’s domestic
politics and the multiplicity of actors/power
centres therein. Dealing only with, for the most
part, those in power in the regional capitals,
elected or otherwise, is perhaps the right thing to
do as well as less risky. However, such a one-track
policy generates path-dependencies often
alienating other centres of power or opposition
leaders. Bangladesh is perhaps one such
example,

Furthermore, India's dilemmas are also caused
by two mistaken assumptions that we have long
held. For one, there has, for some time, been a
strong belief in India that South Asia minus

Pakistan would be amenable to Indian
geopolitical reasoning which prompted an
attempt to deal proactively with South Asia
without Pakistan. However, in retrospect, one has
to admit that this policy has not exactly panned
out that way India imagined. The second
(mistaken) assumption that New Delhi
approached the neighbourhood with was that
India's special relationship with the region rooted
in culture, soft power, history and ethnicity
would help the country deal with the
neighbourhood better than those without
intimate knowledge of the region, namely China.
Has India's culture-connect with its neighbours
indeed become a liability in the conduct of
foreign policy towards them?

What can be done

To begin with, it is time India made a mental
switch and acknowledged that South Asia and its
balance of power have changed fundamentally.
0ld South Asia where India enjoved primacy no
longer exists. *Southern Asia’ which has pretty
much replaced South Asia is a space where China
has emerged as a serious contender for regional
primacy. India’s neighbours and periphery are
China's too, even if we do not like it. Such a
realistic and pragmatic framing would help India
deal with the reality as it is rather than working
with the mental frame of Indian primacy which is
long gone.

Second, New Delhi must proactively pursue
the involvemnent of friendly external actors in the
region. That is the only way to deal with the
impending possibility of the region becoming
Sino-centric.

Third, Indian diplomacy must be flexible
enough to engage multiple actors in each of the
neighbouring countries. The art of diplomacy is
not about hating the anti-India elements in the
neighbourhood, but, instead, lessening their
anti-India attitude. In a similar vein, dealing with
whoever is in power is a good policy, but
engaging only those in power is bad policy.

Finally, here is the highlighting of an issue that
has been spoken of ad nauseum — India needs
more hands for its diplomatic pursuits. The
glaring shortage of sufficient diplomats to
implement the foreign policy of a country of 1.4
billion people will prove to be India's single most
crucial challenge going forward, The more India'’s
role in world affairs grows, the more the shortage
of personnel will be felt by us and others. If the
current state of affairs continues, there will be no
one to show up with the Indian fag when
opportunities beckon or crises emerge.




Problematising periodisation in history

he all-too-familiar triad of historical

periodisation — ancient, medieval,

modern — now universal, has rather
specific provincial and temporal origins. All
societies evolved their own modes of dividing
their history into periods: dynastic and regnal
was the one prevalent in India, lran, the
Turko-Mongol regions, besides Europe. The
creation of eras, such as Vikrami, Shaka, and Hlahi
or the era of piety in lslam coinciding with the
Prophet and the first four caliphs and the steady
decline afterwards were among many other
maodes.

A European triad

The triad took birth in Europe around the
16th-17th centuries, first in the history of theology
and steadily in society’s history, inding its largely
evolved form in 16588 at the hands of Cellarius, a
German. This was the era when over the past few
centuries, Europe had been creating its new
self-image of rationality, science and progress, in
short, modernity; to reinforce it, the inverse
image of its immediate past, the medieval, was
also created as one of irrationality, regression,
and superstition which were constituted as the
synonym of religion/religiosity — in short, the
“Dark Age" from which Europe was progressing
into Enlightenment.

With the expansion of Europe to the rest of the
world during the 18th-20th centuries, besides its
trade, arms and politics, its intellectual concepts
also found entry into what were becoming its
colonies. The indigenous notions of historical
time and space were replaced by the European
triad through what Jack Goody calls “The Theft of
History"” in an unequal power relationship. Thus,
the Dark Age of Europe was transferred to the
rest of the world from which Europe must rescue
it by bringing to it Enlightenment through
colonialism. A very “rational” legitimation of
colonialism. The triad first came to India with a
further distortion; whereas in Europe, its premise
was the retreat of backwardness in the face of
progress, James Mill introduced it as the Hindu,
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the Muslim and the British periods underlining
the legitimation of modern British rule which
would rescue India from the dark age of medieval
Muslim rule.

Periodisation is riven with problems. Being a
human construct, rather than a ground reality, it
is, by its nature, transient. Some signs of its
transience have already appeared with several
quzlifications getting attached to it: Late
Antquity, Early Medieval, Late Medieval, and
Early Modern. What shape the transience is going
to take in the near or distant future is hard to
predict. One wonders if our modern period will
still be considered modern in the 22nd or the
23rd century. For sure, there is great regional
variance in the application of the triad in the
regions around the world with China taking its
“medieval” into several centuries BCE and some
such as India drawing the 18th century CE into it.
Indeed, some powerful voices such as Jacques Le
Goff's have guestioned the very notion of dividing
history into tranches.

On the other hand, the notion of periodisation
is premised on the very tranches, once
characterised as stages of development, each
self contained and autonomous in a sequence of
succession, indicating irreversible change or
progress from the preceding stage. Change and
continuity are envisaged here as dichotomous,
Are they really? Historians have got round to
witnessing much continuity in what is seen as
change and change in continuity. The idea of
stages of development has quietly disappeared
from their horizon.

The notion of modernity

At the heart of periodisation lies the notion of
modernity, for the triad originated from the
“modern” and travelled back to the medieval and
the ancient; it thus created the image of history of
a travel back from the present to the past instead
of the other way round. It vested modernity with
the attributes of what it saw as developments in
Europe from the 17th-18th centuries onward, ones
we have recounted above and much else besides,

from where the rest of the world was obliged to
emulate them mostly by force. The modern world
that we inhabit was thus essentially the West's
creation. This perception has held unquestioned
sway for over a couple of centuries everywhere. It
is only in the past three or four decades that the
view has come under sharp scrutiny in the West
as elsewhere. Today, it has become hard to speak
of modernity in the singular; “modernities” has
far greater space in the academic discourse.
Modernity that had for long been accepted as an
objective reality “out there” in Chris Bayly's
words has become subjective in each variant
context.

Implied in this transformation is the premise
that the modern world that we inhabit and its
“modernity” are not the gift of any one region of
the globe and any single segment of humanity
nor confined to a given time bracket but rather
the cumulative outcome of contributions of all
societies and dvilisations throughout the period
of history known to us. Whether in terms of
material objects such as crops, metals or
technologies or ideas and concepts such as
philosophies, sclences, religions, the fine arts,
literature, economic systems, and state systems,
all civilisations have at different times added to
humanity's multi-faceted capital to give us the
world we live in.

This calls for the treatment of history as a
universal entity of which regions form
constituents — a call made several times by
historians in the past. It also implies history to be
a continual process rather than an aggregate of
disparate tranches.

The transience of the notion of periodisation is
likely to become increasingly manifest as history
embarks on exploring areas of research such as
climate, and planetary history, and even what is
increasingly being questioned as pre-history and
to an extent archaeology. These are far less
susceptible to getting tied up in temporal boxes
than the history that is still the predominant
norm. The question also is this: how long will this
remain the predominant norm?
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LN.D.ILAneeds
steadyingnow

he trouncing of the Congress party in the three

Hindi-belt states of Chhattisgarh, Madhya

Pradesh and Rajasthan has brought to the fore
the fissures in LN.D.L.A, the 28-party platform ?f Op-
position parties, rekindling doubts about the ability of
these partiestowork asateam. Thesereversals eclipsed
the first-evervictory of the Congress in Telangananear-
lyadecadeafterit helped create thestate. The Congress
and its state leaders operated in a political atmosphere
created by their own flawed reading of which way the
wind was blowing. The satraps showed little or noincli-
nation to carry the other parties of LN.D.I.A along and
accommodate their requests for a few seats. Instead,
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadavhad tosuffer
a bitter public spat with Kamal Nath, who helmed the
Congressin the state.

The centralleadership of the partyisresponsible, too,
for this asit failed to deliver a stern message to the state
units and counter the perception that the Congreg,; was
behaving arrogantly. It resulted in the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP),ﬂIeSP,%hagJanata Dal (United) fromthe.N.D.LA
bloc testing the waters separately.
Whether these parties damaged
the Congress’ prospectsor not, the
refusal to accommodate them has
injected an element of mistrust in
the bloc ahead of the crucial polit-
ical contest next summer. In the

bargain, the factthat the Congress
did accommodate alliance mem-
bers Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD),
which won the lone Bharatpur
seat it was given to contest, and the CPI, which won the
Kothagudem seat in Telangana, was simply lost.
Reversalsin the three Hindi-belt states have knocked
the Congress off the high perch it occupied in the Op-
position ranks afterits victory in Karnataka. If the party
wants |.N.D.I.A to work, the immediate task for it is to
refocus on the collective objective of the bloc to givethe
BJP a united fight. The big challenge for the bloc is to
come upwithaclearideological directionand approach
theissue of seat-sharing strategicall y. Winning thethree
states has given the BJP a major psychological advan-
tage, reinforced by Prime Minister Modi's talk of the in-
evitability of a third term for him at the Centre. Parties
opposed to the BJP will be able to work together and

putup a fight only when the ordinary workers of those
parties are able to overcome previous mutual animosi-
ties and work together for the alliance. The messaging
for that will have to come from the very leaders of the
alliance whoare now seen to be in dissonance with each
other. The relationship between the Congress and its
I:N.D.I A partners is the crucial element in the Opposi-
tion'sscheme forthe elections. The challengeforthemis
toclarifyandsteadyit, and that hasbecome hardernow.
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ACID ATTACKS REMAIN
ABLOT THAT NEEDS GOVT
AND SOCIETY ACTION

HERE was an unsavoury detail tucked away in the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau data for Bengaluru. The
city registered six cases of acid attack, the highest for
any metropolis in India, last year. The city ranked third
in crimes against women, with 3,924 cases registered in
2082—though far behind Delhi, which retains its tag of the
most unsafe city for women with 14,158 cases, and Mumbai
reporting 6,176 cases. Women continue to be an easy target,
with a staggering 4,45,256 cases registered nationwide in

2022, a rise of 4 percent over the previous year. While rape,

gang-rape, assault and abduction top the list, around 200 acid
attack cases are filed every year.

Acid attacks could be termed the most dastardly crime, car-
ried out viciously on an unsuspecting victim. Almost always,
the perpetrator is male, the victim female, and the motive re-
venge. The reason could range from rejection of advances,
property dispute, dowry harassment, domestic abuse, down
to plain ‘teaching her a lesson’. It leaves the woman scarred
for life, physically and psychologically, and she also has to
prepare for a long and lonely battle for justice—such a case
could languish for five to 10 years and the conviction rate is
none too encouraging. |

The most crucial issue here is the free availability of acid,
both over the counter and online. In 2013, the Supreme Court
banned over-the-counter sale of acid and instructed officials to
isstie acid sale licences to selected retailers; it meant that buy-
ers would have to share their addresses and photo IDs. Yet, an
experiment just a couple of years ago by a film crew showed
that acid can be bought freely at a local store without any proof
of identity Online sale gives a degree of anonymity, though 1t
does leave a digital trail. In 2013, following the ‘Nirbhaya’ gang-
rape case and Justice Verma committee report, the Union gov-
ernment recognised acid attacks as a separate offence with a
minimum punishment of 10 years and maximum of life im-
prisonment. It i8 worrying that despite these measures, acid
attacks are perpetrated with impunity. Given that this crime

is common in neighbouring Pakistan and Bangladesh too, it 1s

a regional malaise. What we need is a concerted effort by the

government, law enforcers and civil society to end this heinous

crime, starting with a crackdown on the casual sale of acid,
followed by stringent punishment.
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